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are allowed. Funding for collaborators outside the University of Nebraska system will not 
typically be allowed, unless they provide a billable service to the project. Collaborations are to 
be driven by mutual interest and disciplinary expertise needs. 
 
Retreat: A retreat to facilitate multi-campus collaborations will be held on Thursday, October 
31, 2019 at the Nebraska Innovation Campus Conference Center in Lincoln. Potential PIs/team 
leaders wishing to be eligible for funding must attend unless special dispensation is granted. 
Potential team members (PIs/Co-PIs), former and current Collaboration Initiative grantees, and 
others looking to participate on planning or seed grant teams are strongly encouraged to 
attend. Retreat participants also will be expected to informally discuss their potential research 
projects with other retreat attendees within a small group and be receptive to engaging other 
collaborators. Discussions will be facilitated by faculty leaders and research administrators. 
 
Deadlines: 
 
Retreat Registration: 

Register by 5 p.m. Central Time on Thursday, October 24, 2019. 
 
Submission of Applications: 

Applications must be submitted by 5 p.m. Central Time on Monday, January 13, 2020, 
via the https://nuramp.nebraska.edu website.  

 
 
Application Format and Content: Applications (including
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Project Description and CVs (uploaded as a single PDF document) 

Planning Grant Applications: Three-page maximum (not including CVs, but including 
all references, tables, and figures), with the following elements: 

 Research area(s): 
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 Specific Aims and Approach: 
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Reviewers also will be asked to provide an evaluative summary.6 Final funding decisions will be 
made by the Vice Provost and the Executive Vice President and Provost. Funding decisions are 
expected to be released prior to June 2020. 
 
Seed Grants 
For those applications that meet the RFA submission criteria, at least two external reviews will 
be solicited. Reviewers will be asked to evaluate seed grant applications using a 100-point scale 
as follows:  

a) Significance, innovation and impact of the proposed research (25 points);  
b) Alignment of research question(s) to priorities of an existing extramural funding 

opportunity (20 points.); 
c) Ability to enhance competitiveness of the team for extramural funding (20 points);  
d) Budget and facilities adequate to support the plan of work (15 points);  
e) Meaningful collaborations/roles/responsibilities defined for PI/Co-PIs (10 points); and 
f) Realistic and achievable timetable (10 points).  

 
Reviewers also will be asked to provide an evaluative summary.7 Final funding decisions will be 
made by the Vice Provost and the Executive Vice President and Provost. Funding decisions are 
expected to be made prior to June 2020. 
 
 
Post Award Management, Obligations, and Reporting Requirements: PIs will be required to 
submit a brief project initiation report three months after the award start date. During the 
award period, programmatic progress and detailed financial reports will be due 30 days after 
each award anniversary. A final report will be due 90 days following the award’s end date. 
Because the purpose of this program is to enhance the University of Nebraska’s research 
capacity and competitiveness, submission of significant high-quality extramural research grants 
is an expectation of all awards. Satisfactory progress and adherence to award conditions will be 
required for access to current and future award funds from the University of Nebraska. All 
reports will be shared with applicable campus/institution research offices of the PI and Co-PI(s). 
This program is administered by the University of Nebraska Office of the Executive Vice 
President and Provost.8 
 
 

 
6 Reviewers provide written comments and group applications into four categories (Exemplary: Definitely fund, Very Good: 
Strongly consider for funding, Needs Improvement: Fund only if resources allow, and Inadequate: Do not fund). 
7 Reviewers provide written comments and group applications into four categories (Exemplary: Definitely fund, Very Good: 
Strongly consider for funding, Needs Improvement: Fund only if resources allow, and Inadequate: Do not fund). 
8 Questions regarding RFA and award management should be sent by email to: nri@nebraska.edu.  


